“Such is oftentimes the significant character of
Bible history; it is both literal and allegorical at
the same time. FOR BEING ALLEGORICAL IT DOES
NOT THEREBY CEASE TO BE LITERALLY TRUE; NOR
BECAUSE IT IS LITERAL DOES IT FAIL TO QUALIFY AS
ALLEGORY.

It is properly not pure parable but
enacted parable: it retains its claim
throughout to faultless accuracy. It is this
which gives it its unique importance, for its
allegorical content, precisely because it is
immanent in authentic historical facts,
possesses the same property of truth as the
facts themselves. Thus its lessons remain
permanently relevant even though the facts
which first served to illustrate them belong to
the distant past.” Law and Grace pg. 25
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• Spoken and Acted—the method of parabolic instruction.
Mat 5:13 “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to
be trodden under foot of men” (Lk 14:35 not “fit for the land”)
• Salt—kingdom of Israel given to David’s sons (2Chr 13:5)
• Cast Out—Jews thrust out of Land (Mat 8:12; Luke 14:35)
• Trodden Under Foot—Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (Luke 21:24).
Mat 5:14-15 “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set
on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house”
• Light—Hope of Israel goes to Gentiles (Lk 2:32; Act 13:47)
• City on Hill—Jerusalem, still the hope (Psa 2:6; Isa 10:32)
• Candlestick—the Lampstand (Rev 1:20)
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• All in the House—Jewish Hope to Ecclesia (1Tim 3:15)

Note the “Living Parable” as it is recorded in Luke

• LUK 8:16-18 No man, when he hath lighted a candle,
covereth it with a vessel…but setteth it on a candlestick
LUK 8:19-21 THEN came to him his mother and his brethren
…desiring to see thee. And he answered and said unto
them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the
word of God, and do it. (Jesus establishes who is his family)
LUK 8:22 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went
into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us
go over unto the other side of the lake. (Jesus departs Jewry)
LUK 8:23 But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came
down a storm of wind on the lake (Jesus figurative death)
LUK 8:24 And they came to him, and awoke him, saying,
Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the
wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there
was a calm. (Resurrection of Jesus provides hope for all nations:
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windy false doctrine rebuked, raging people-nations calmed)

LUK 8:26-27 They arrived at the country of the Gadarenes,
which is over against Galilee. And when he went forth to
land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had
devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode IN ANY
HOUSE, but in the tombs. (Galilee of Nations Isa 9:1; Mar 5:1)
LUK 8:30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name?
And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into
him. (multitude of problems with fleshly, Gentile thinking)
LUK 8:33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered
into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place
into the lake (Unclean, Gentile spirit removed, sent into World)
LUK 8:35 Then they went out to see what was done; and
came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils
were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his
right mind: and they were afraid. (Atonement for Gentiles)
• With his mind cured, the Gentile returns to his “house” (v 39)
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LUK 8:40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned,
the people gladly received him: for they were all waiting for
him. (Jesus returns to the Jews, who receive him now with Joy)
LUK 8:41-42 And, behold, there came a man named Jairus,
and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at
Jesus' feet, and besought him that he would come into his
house: For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of
age, and she lay a dying. But as he went the people
thronged him. (Upon his return, Jesus resurrects the Jews)
LUK 8:43-44 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve
years, which had spent all her living upon physicians,
neither could be healed of any, Came behind him, and
touched the border of his garment: and immediately her
issue of blood stanched. (Jesus cures the Jews’ uncleanness)

 When the Lord was resurrected, he told the Apostles they
would continue with his work of preaching and healing—
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Acts 1:8 “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth”
Mar 16:15 “They went forth, and preached every where, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with
signs following”
Act 14:3 “They speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave
testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and
wonders to be done by their hands”
• The miracles or signs become a testimony to the Doctrine

• The way in which the Gospel—the Hope of Israel—gradually
moved from the Jews to the Gentiles is doctrinally revealed in
parabolic ACTION in the Book of Acts: From the Law of sin and
Death to forgiveness of Sins in Christ
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• Consider the case of Tabitha—

Act 9:36-43 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple
named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas:
this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which
she did. And it came to pass…she was sick, and died: whom
when they had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber.
And…Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had
heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two
men…When he was come, they brought him into the upper
chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and
shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while
she was with them. But Peter put them all forth, and
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body
said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she
saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and lifted
her up, and when he had called the saints and widows,
presented her alive…And it came to pass, that he tarried
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many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.

Good Works/Deeds—under the Law no one could be justified by
works. Hence, she stilled died (Rom 3:19-24).
Washed—cleansing in baptism (Rom 6:1-14)
Upper Chamber—identification with Christ (Mark 14:15)
Widows—death under the Law, married to Christ (Rom 7:1-4)
Garments—insufficient covering of the Law, styled a garment
that “waxed old” and vanished away (Heb 1:11).
She opened Her Eyes—enlightened in Christ Jesus (Lk 24:31)
Lifted Her Up—rising to a newness of life (Rom 6:1-8).
Tanner—animal skins: the atonement or covering of sin only
found in the Lord Jesus Christ (Gen 3:21).
Acts 9—Paul, zealous after the Law and persecuting the ecclesia
as a fleshly seed of Abraham is “blind” 3 days.
Acts 10-11—Peter “son of Jonah” (John 1:42) is called from
“Joppa” to preach to the Gentiles; a period of three days 8
(Acts 10:9, 23, 24, 30).

Act 10:11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel
descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at
the four corners, and let down to the earth:
Act 10:12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of
the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls
of the air.
All manner—quoted from Lev 11:27 regarding unclean beasts.
Four Corners—the dispersion of the Jews into all nations.
Isa 11:12 “He shall set up an ensign for the nations, and
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together
the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth”
Mat 24:31 “He shall send his angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other”
• Therefore, it is the dispersion of the Jews that led to the
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bringing in of the Gentiles: by two Jews (Acts 15:14; Rom 9-11).

PETER
Acts 1-12 The Jews
Jerusalem Center of Preaching
Word spreads to Samaria
Chp 2—Peter’s 1st Address
Chp 3—Lame man healed
Chp 8—Simon the sorcerer
Chp 8—Laying on of hands
Chp 10—Peter worshipped
Chp 9—Tabitha raised
Chp 12—Peter imprisoned

PAUL
Acts 13-28 The Gentiles
Antioch Center of Preaching
Word spreads to Rome
Chp 13—Paul’s 1st Address
Chp 14—Lame man healed
Chp 13—Elymas the sorcerer
Chp 19—Laying on of hands
Chp 14—Paul worshipped
Chp 20—Eutychus raised
Chp 28—Paul imprisoned

Act 5:12 “And by the hands of the apostles were many signs
and wonders wrought among the people” (19:11)
• A Sign—a symbolic miracle used to confirm doctrine (Mark
16:20). Preaching first, with a sign following.
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Note the Dividing Point between Peter and Paul: Acts 12-13
Act 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched
forth his hands to vex certain of the church.
Act 12:2 And he killed James the brother of John with the
sword.
James—Greek for Jacob, the prophetic name for the natural
Jews (Isa 2:3-6; Jer 30:7; 30:10, 18; 31:11…etc.). This death under
the hand of this Roman authority over the Jews coincides with
the remarkable events of Peter, who reps. the Lord Jesus Christ.

Act 12:3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the
days of unleavened bread.)
Unleavened Bread—This is the time of the Passover, when the
Lord himself was crucified (Mark 14:1, 12; Mat 26:17-19). Peter,
like the Lord, was taken because “it pleased the Jews.” (Mat 11
27:23; Acts 24:27).

Act 12:4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him
in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of
soldiers to keep him; intending after * Easter to bring
him forth to the people.
(* Passover)

Prison—symbolic of the grave, where the Lord was taken.
Psa 102:20 “To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to LOOSE
those that are appointed to death” (Psa 79:11; Gen 40:1-3)
Four quaternions—other translations “four soldiers, set in
four watches.” Only one other reference to four soldiers—
John 19:23 “Then the soldiers, when they had crucified
Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every
soldier a part”
Act 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer
was made without ceasing of the church unto God for
him.
(this makes way for a powerful exhortation) 12

Act 12:6 And when Herod would have brought him
forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two
soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before
the door kept the prison. (keepers Jesus’ grave Mat 27:62-66)

Sleep—symbolic of death (Act 7:60; 13:36; John 11:11-14).
Between two soldiers—the Lord expired between two men,
“and Jesus in their midst” (John 19:18).
Prison—as the Lord “made his grave with the wicked” (Isa
53:9), dying between “two thieves” (Mat 27:38). This is an
important point of the Atonement—
Bound with two chains—though not guilty of transgression,
the Lord did “taste death for every man” (Heb 2:9): Jew and
Gentile, or the “two chains” (Rom 1:16; 2:9-10).
• The Lord was crucified because he shared our nature,
under the bonds of “sin and death” (Heb 2:14; 9:26; 1Pet
13
4:1; Rom 8:3…etc)

The door Kept the Prison—only one man opened that Door!
Isa 61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me;
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound” (42:6-7)
Bondage—under the Law or constitution of sin (Rom 8:1-15)
Act 12:7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon
him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter
on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly.
And his chains fell off from his hands.
Angel-Smote-Side—the angels resurrected the Lord (Mat 28:1-3).
The word “side” is the same used for the piercing of Jesus as he
hung upon the cross (John 19:34). Jesus showed his disciples the
healing of this wound as evidence of his resurrection (Jhn 20:1914
20).

Light shined—the symbol of the Lord bringing immortality and
life to reality through his own resurrection—
2Tim 1:10 “Now made manifest by the appearing of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel”
Raised him up—this event, the raising of the “Prince of Life” is
the hope for all men “in Christ”—
1Co 15:17-20 “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep
in Christ are perished…But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept”
Chains fell off—Jesus released from the bondage of sin’s flesh
Act 2:24 “Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it”
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For the “Hope of Israel” Paul was bound with a “chain” (Act 28:20)

Act 12:8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and
bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto
him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.
Gird thyself, bind on thy sandals—the phrase used when Israel
departed Egypt at Passover (Exo 12:11)! The Land of sin & death.
Garment—symbol of being clothed upon with immortality
(2Cor 5:4; Rev 3:5; 1Cor 15:51-54). Thus, he “follows” the angel,
sharing now their very nature, after suffering the typical death:
Heb 2:7 “Thou madest him a little lower than the angels;
thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set
him over the works of thy hands”
Also, notice that Peter casts his own “garment” about himself,
rep. the Lord benefiting from his own death and resurrection:
Heb 13:20 “Now the God of peace, that BROUGHT AGAIN
FROM THE DEAD our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the
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sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant”

“The type is before us; the antitype is in Christ. He is the altar,
the book of the Law, and the other things that come after. The
sprinkling of the typical blood on both by Moses prefigured
the operation of divine love and wisdom in Christ’s own
sacrifice. It was a sacrifice operative on himself first of all; for
he is the beginning of the new creation, the firstfruits of the
new harvest, the foundation of the new temple…As such, it
was needful that he should himself be subject of the process
and the reaper of the results. Hence the testimony (Heb
13:20)…and that by his own blood, entering into the holy
place he obtained (middle, or self-subjective, state of the verb)
eternal redemption (“for us” is interpolated) Heb 9:12. The
Father saved him from death for his obedience unto death
(Heb 5:7-9; Phil 2:8-9; Rom 5:19).”—Law of Moses, R.R. pg 90
•

That the Lord was subject to death and the first to benefit
from his own sacrifice, the World cannot understand! 17

Act 12:10 When they were past the first and the second
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the
city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they
went out, and passed on through one street; and
forthwith the angel departed from him.
Angel Departed—the Age that is to come is to be the oversight
of Christ and the Saints in the Kingdom of God:
Heb 2:5-8 “Unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the
world to come, whereof we speak…Thou hast put all
things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in
subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under
him. But now we see not yet all things put under him”
First and Second Ward—after the times of the Gentiles (2,000
yrs—Lk 21:24); between the Lord’s resurrection and his return.
One Street—previously, this One Truth (Eph 4:4-6) had been
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obstructed by the “iron gate” of blasphemy, but no longer!

Act 12:12 And when he had considered the thing, he came
to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname
was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.
He came to the house—of course, a standing symbol for the
ecclesia (1Tim 3:15; Acts 8:3; Rom 16:5; 1Cor 16:19; Col 4:15).
Gathered Together—the assembly of saints, both now (Acts
20:7-8; 2:44; 1Cor 12) and at Christ’s return:
2Th 2:1 “We beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto him”
• The Lord will reveal himself first to the “household of faith,”
for so says Peter: “For the time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God…” (1Pet 4:17). The exhortation
now strengthens thru this amazing parable…

Act 12:13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, A
DAMSEL CAME TO HEARKEN, named Rhoda.
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Knocked at the door—the appeal of the Lord for his brethren to
be ready and prepared to meet him at his second advent.
Rev 3:14-20 “(Laodiceans)…I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see…Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me”
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• Accordingly, the “damsel”—female servant, ecclesia—hears!

Act 12:14 And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened
not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter
stood before the gate.
Act 12:15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she
constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they,
It is his angel.
Voice—“Everyone that is of the truth heareth my voice” Jn 18:37
• How sad when the urgency of the Lord’s return falls on
doubtful ears of the ecclesia, who have prayed “without
ceasing” for his release and return to their midst (v 5). In our
pressing age it can be hard to “love his appearing” (2Tim 4:8).
Luk 12:34-36 “Let your loins be girded about, and your
lights burning; And ye yourselves like unto men that wait
for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that
when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him
21
immediately”

Act 12:17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to
hold their peace, DECLARED UNTO THEM HOW THE LORD
HAD BROUGHT HIM OUT OF THE PRISON. And he said, Go
shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he
departed, and went into another place.
James—remarkable, this living parable begins with James
(Jacob) put to death, and concludes with the saints called to
reveal the figurative death and resurrection to “James.”
• The saints will play a significant role in educating Israel in the
Atonement (priests: Eze 44:10-31; Rev 5:9-10; 1Pet 2:1-9; Psa
132:13-17). Events Subsequent, J. Cowie

Act 12:18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small
stir among the soldiers, what was become of Peter.
Day—the resurrection of Jesus (Mat 28:1), but also the second
advent of the Lord: “the Day of the Lord so cometh as a thief22in
the night” (1The 5:2). Note how the chapter ends (v 19-23)!!!

• The remainder of the chapter records the fall of the persecuting
authority—Herod—who “gave not God the glory” (v. 19-25).

Act 26:21-23 “I continue unto this day, witnessing both
to small and great, saying none other things than those
which the prophets and Moses did say should come:
That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first
that should rise from the dead, and should shew light
unto the people, and to the Gentiles”
•

Acts 12—the figurative death and resurrection of the Lord
as manifested in the apostle to the Jews concludes the focus
of this section of Acts on Peter. Appropriately, the Holy Writ
now records the activities of Paul; apostle to the Gentiles…

Act 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the
Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called them.
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Isa 49:1-6; 42:6-7 declare Messiah as “a light to the Gentiles.”
• This was fulfilled by the Apostle Paul, as an extension of the
Lord’s ministry and Work. Paul was a “chosen vessel” to
bring light to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). He was personally
enlightened by the Lord, whom he persecuted (Acts 9; Gal
1). As one “zealous” in the Law (Gal 1:13-14) and a “Hebrew
of the Hebrews” (Phi 3:4-7), he represented the natural
Jews of the flesh, “persecuting the ecclesia.” Symbolic of the
nation itself, Paul was “blinded” for three days (Acts 9), and
afterwards became the “light” to the Gentiles.
Act 13:46-47 “Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It
was necessary that the word of God should first have been
spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the
Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be
24
for salvation unto the ends of the earth” (Acts 49:6)

Act 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit,
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to
Cyprus.
Sailed—this represents the transport of the gospel from the
Jewish land/earth to waters/sea of the Gentiles (see Dictionary)!
Rev 17:15 “The waters which thou sawest, where the
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations,
and tongues” (Isa 17:12; 57:20)

Act 13:5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached
the word of God in *the synagogues of the Jews: and they
had also John to their minister. *13:14; 14:1; 17:1-17; 16:13; 18:4; 19:8
Though a “light to the Gentiles,” Paul preached to the Jew first:
Act 17:1-2 “When…they came to Thessalonica, where was a
synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, as his manner was, went
25
in unto them…reasoned with them out of the scriptures”

REMEMBER: “PREACHING THE WORD” WAS AN EXPOSITION OF THE
KINGDOM OF GOD, AS THE KINGDOM RELATES TO ISRAEL

• Israel constitutes the Kingdom of God (1Chr 28:5; 29:23; 2Chr 13:8)
• Christ sit upon David’s throne in Jerusalem (Lk 1:30-33; Acts 2:29-30)

• Kingdom of Israel to be restored in future (Act 1:6)

•

•
•

•
•

Bro Thomas
styles the
Disciples to sit upon 12 thrones of Israel (Mat 19:28) Kingdom of
God, past and
Saints called to the Hope of Israel (Act 28:20)
future: “the
Gentiles graft into Israel (Rom 11:1-28; Rom 4:13-17)
Hebrew
Kingdom.”
Gentiles join commonwealth of Israel (Eph 2:1-22)
Eureka Vol. 1,
pg. 217-225.
Saints are styled the Israel of God (Gal 6:15-16)

Israel cast out until the times of the Gentiles is a vital part of the
“gospel” Rom 11:28
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Act 13:6 And when they had gone through the isle unto
Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a
Jew, whose name was Barjesus:
Isle—as little parts of dry land in the midst of the waters, these
represent Gentiles who recognize/embrace the Hope of Israel.
Isa 49:1,6 “Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people,
from far…It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the
preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of
the earth” (Psa 72:10-11; Isa 60:9; 66:19; Acts 28:1-9. See “afar”)
Sorcerer, False Prophet, A Jew—The cause of Israel’s dispersion:
Jer 27:9-10 “Hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your
diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor
to your sorcerers…For they prophesy a lie unto you, to
27
remove you far from your land…”

Barjesus—his name means “son of Jesus-Joshua.” Remarkable!
It represents the false hope of salvation of the Jews, who had
polluted the doctrine of Truth with that of heathen sorcery.

Act 13:7 Which was with the deputy of the country,
Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas
and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.
Act 13:8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by
interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the
deputy from the faith.
•

This is important for our understanding as to why and how
the Gospel was preached to the Gentiles. Throughout the
Book of Acts we find constant resistance of the Jews to the
Gentiles being enlightened (Acts 13:48-50; 17:13). This was
even manifest among Jewish believers (Acts 15:1; Gal 2:1-21).
Act 14:2 “The unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles,
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and made their minds evil affected against the brethren”

Act 13:9-11 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled
with the Holy Spirit, set his eyes on him, And said, O
full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not
cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? And now,
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And
immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and
he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand.
Blind—the word used for Israel’s present spiritual condition
(Rom 11:25). Zedekiah, Judah’s last king, had his “eyes put out” to
represent this spiritual state (2Kin 25:7). As the Ark was removed
from Israel to the Gentiles, Eli’s “eyes were dim” (1Sam 4:15).
Not Seeing the Sun—the “sun” is the very symbol used for the
second advent of Christ (Mal 4:2); and specifically as the seed of
David upon the throne over Israel (Psa 89:34-36; Rev 22:16). 29

For a Season—the word “season” is exactly the same used for
duration of Jewish blindness during the Gentile times—
Luk 21:24 “They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and
shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until THE TIMES of
the Gentiles be fulfilled” (see also: Eph 1:10)
Darkness—without spiritual understanding, and the very word
used by Jesus after beholding the faith of the Gentile centurion:
Mat 8:11-12 “I say unto you, That many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the
children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”
• Paul was sent to the Gentiles to “open their eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light” (Acts 26:15-18). Thus, the
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Jew is now in the condition formerly that of the Gentile.

Act 13:12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done,
believed, being astonished at THE DOCTRINE of the Lord.
The Doctrine—the Gentiles “believe” because of the “witness”
of the Jew (Isa 41-48). The doctrine was revealed in the “sign.”
Rom 11:25-28 “I would not, brethren, that ye should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your
own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out
of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness
from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I
shall take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, they
are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election,
they are beloved for the fathers' sakes”
• The casting out of Israel brought the Gospel to Gentiles;
intended to provoke them to jealousy (Rom 11:11-15). 31

Act 20:6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the
days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to TROAS
in five days; where we abode seven days.
Troas—Trojan. This is where Paul left his outer coat:
2Ti 4:13 “The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when
thou comest, bring with thee…”
• “Cloke” is an outer garment; a covering for sin (Rom 4:7)—
Joh 15:22 “If I had not come and spoken unto them, they
had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin”

Act 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and
continued his speech until midnight.
First day of the Week—Jesus rose from the grave (Mat 28:1),
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emphasizing the atoning effects of the Lord’s sacrifice.

Midnight—the dark period of Gentile night, with day far away.
It was at this time the call went out to the virgins to ready for
the Groom’s return (Mat 25:1-13); when Ruth was covered by
Boaz’s skirt (Ruth 3:8); and when Paul and Silas were released
from prison by a miraculous earthquake (Acts 16:25-26). As the
extension of the Lord’s work, Paul’s “speech” continued
through this period, and symbolizes the times in which we live.

Act 20:8 And there were many lights in the upper
chamber, where they were gathered together.
Upper Chamber—where the disciples assembled after the
Lord’s resurrection (Lk 22:12; Acts 1:11-13). Elevated!
Gathered together—assembly of saints (Acts 20:7-8; 2:44; 1Cor 12)
Many Lights—as those enlightened by the Gospel, saints are
the “light” of the dark Gentile times (Phi 2:15). The ecclesia is
appropriately called the “lightstand” (Rev 1:20).
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The strength of the Ecclesia is dependent upon “many lights”—
individual brethren as consumers of the “lamp” of the Word
(Psa 119:105; Pro 6:23). When “gathered together” they make a
bright “lightstand.” By lack of the Truth and its application this,
however, can be “removed” (Rev 2:5). The principle—
Lev 24:1-4 “Command the children of Israel, that they bring
unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the
lamps to burn continually. Without the vail of the
testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall
Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before
the LORD continually: it shall be a statute for ever in
your generations. He shall order the lamps upon the pure
candlestick before the LORD continually”
• The variable brightness from “lightstand” to “lightstand”
was evident in Paul’s epistles and the Apocalypse; as it does
today. It all depends on individual members of the ecclesia.
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“The light was caused by the combustion of oil supplied to the
lamps morning and evening…Inspiration itself is but the
intelligence of God apart from a living medium…The Word as
oil becomes in them light when combusted in their understanding, and by this light they walk in darkness. This will
enable us to understand why the lamps had to be replenished
morning and evening…The only light we can have at the
present is the light of illuminated brains, and this is not a fixed
light, but a light that requires constant renewal by supplies of
the oil of the Word…Nothing less than daily reading of the
Word can answer to this type”—R.R. Law of Moses, pg 127-129

Act 20:9 And there sat in a window a certain young man
named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as
Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and
fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.
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Window—for David, Paul and the two spies this was the escape
from certain death (1Sam 19:1-2; 2Cor 11:33; Jos 2:15).
Sleep-Dead—synonymous (1Cor 15:6, 17-18 Dictionary).
Long Preaching—the period of Gentile darkness is long, and
many will “fall asleep” in Christ—a “deep sleep.”

Act 20:10 And Paul went down, and * fell on him, and
embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is
in him. * covers over him
Fell on Him—figurative of the Lord’s atoning work, the apostle
“tastes death for every man” being made a partaker of “flesh
and blood” (Heb 2:9-17; Heb 4:15; Rom 8:3; 2Cor 13:4).
His life is in him—NIV “he is alive.” Yet, he was dead.
1Co 15:22-23 “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at
36
his coming”

Act 20:11 When he therefore was come up again, and had
broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even
till break of day, so he departed.
1Th 4:13-15 “But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep”
• Figuratively, Paul goes down and falls upon Eutychus—
tasting death—but rises long before this member of the
ecclesia. For saints who have “fallen into a deep sleep,” we
await the time when they will rise from the dead.
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Till the Break of Day—the Lord’s return! (Phi 1:6; 1The 5:2…etc)

Act 20:12 And they brought the young man alive, and
were not a little comforted.
Col 3:1-4 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above…For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory”
Php 3:20-21 “For our conversation is in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things
unto himself”
• The Apostle Paul uses two phrases expressing his confidence
and expectation: “the hope and resurrection of the dead”
(Acts 23:6), and “the hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20). The two
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events correspond and are connected—

•

Israel’s reassembly as a political “body” is expressed by the
prophet Ezekiel—“valley of dry bones”—when they come
forth from the “graves” of the Gentile nations (Eze 37).
Rom 11:11-15 “Now if the fall of them be the riches of the
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the
Gentiles; how much more their fulness?...For if the casting
away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall
the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?”
Dan 12:1-2 “At that time shall Michael stand up, the great
prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time
thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be
found written in the book. And many of them that sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Jer 30:7)39

Robert Roberts: The Importance of Types in Doctrine—
73. Paul says the substance of the law or things foreshadowed in it
are to be found in Christ (Col. 2:17; Rom. 2:20; Heb. 9:23; Heb.
10:1). This being so, can your theory furnish the antitype to the
High Priest offering for himself (Lev. 16:6)?
74. Can your theory furnish the antitype to the scarlet which
entered into the composition of the veil (that is to say, his flesh—
Heb. 10:20)?
75. Can your theory furnish the antitype to the uncleanness
imparting bodies of those beasts burnt without the camp (Heb.
13:11)?
76. Can your theory furnish the antitype to the making atonement
for the holy place (Lev. 16:16)?
77. Can your theory furnish the antitype to the atonement made
for the altar (Lev. 16:18)?
80. If you attempt to answer, do not content yourself with “yes;”
but show us wherein all these things which were typical of Christ
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have their counterpart in a theory which teaches…etc.”

PARABLES IN THE ACTS—Acts 16:16-40
Woman Possessed of Serpent—Imprisonment (Acts 16:16-40)
• Removes Spirit of Python (v 16)
• Brought to magistrates (v 20)
• Multitude rises up, strips his garments (v 22)
• Laid may stripes upon him (v 23)
• Cast into prison (v 24)
• Other prisoners hear his voice (v 25)
• Foundations of prison shaken with earthquake (v 26)
• Every prisoners bands were loosed, prison door opened (v 26)
• Keeper of prison awakes from sleep (v 27)
• Calls for a light and enters into prison trembling (v 29)
• Hears the gospel preached (v 32)
• Washes Paul’s stripes and is baptized (v 33)
• Brings Paul into his own house, fellowships (v 34)
• Leave prison, enters house of Lydia, greets brethren (v 40)
41

PARABLES IN THE ACTS—Acts 28:1-31
Paul in the Image of Christ (Acts 28:1-31)
• Paul on Island of the Gentiles (v 1)
• Inflicted with the bite of serpent (v 3)
• Accused of being a murdered (v 4)
• No hurt, they declare him to be a god (v 6)
• Lodges with them three days (v 7)
• Paul put in prison (v 16)
• After three days calls Jews together (v 17)
• Innocent of death (v 18)
• Bound for the Hope of Israel (v 20)
• Teaches Christ out of law and prophets (v 22-23)
• Jews remain resistant to Paul’s teaching (v 24-27)
• Declares salvation goes to Gentiles (v 28)
• Jews depart from Paul (v 29)
• Paul dwells two whole years in his house (v 30)
• Gospel given free course (v 31)

42

Act 3:2-7 “And a certain man lame from his mother's womb
was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple
…Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple
asked an alms…Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him BY
THE RIGHT HAND, and lifted him up: and immediately his
feet and ankle bones received strength”
• The man’s infirmity was from birth; a condition of sin and
death into which he was born. Acts 4:22 says “the man was
above 40 years old.” A contrast between the Law and Grace.
• The extension of the “right hand” is a symbol of redemption
found in Christ Jesus, which is able to bringing him into the
Temple. Thus, the aspect of the “walk” in a new life in Christ.
• Likewise, just before Peter enlightens the very first Gentile,
Cornelius, notice the literal recorded events that have
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parabolic significance—

2Co 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new
testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter
killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
2Co 3:7 But if the ministration of death, written and
engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of
Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the
glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away
• As Moses delayed in the mount and Israel turned to idolatry,
the sons of Levi slew “about three thousand” (Exo 32:28)
• In contrast, when Peter proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah, at
Pentecost “about three thousand” were baptized (Act 2:31).
Rom 5:20 “The law entered, that the offence might abound.
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”
• Moses, representing the Law, died “an hundred and twenty”
years old (Deu 34:7).
• Assembled with the disciples after the Lord’s death and
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resurrection were about “an hundred and twenty” (Act 1:15).

Mat 13:51-52 “Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all
these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. Then said he
unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure
THINGS NEW AND OLD”
• The breadth of the Bible’s parables are not limited to the Lord
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