THE TRUTH AFFIRMED—The Atonement

1Jn 4:1-3 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone
out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have
heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world”
• Modern Christianity’s doctrine concerning the Lord Jesus Christ
is profoundly wrong, and, in fact, proves that they are “not of
God.” The popular doctrine of the Trinity denies that Jesus Christ
“is come in the flesh.” The Trinity—a word which never appears
in the Bible—asserts that Jesus and God are one-and-the-same,
and both hold equal status and authority. The well-known
Christian phrase “God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy
Spirit” also never appears in Scripture. It is a doctrine of men!

The Trinity or The Atonement
• Christendom claims that to deny the Trinity makes one part of a
cult or not a true Christian. They assume the man-made
doctrine has always been an accepted fact. This is neither
honest nor accurate—
“(Trinity): an unintelligible proposition of
Platonic mysticisms that three are one and
one is three, and yet one is not three and
three are not one…I NEVER HAD SENSE
ENOUGH TO COMPREHEND THE TRINITY, and it
appeared to me that COMPREHENSION MUST
PRECEDE ASSENT (agreement)”—Thomas
Jefferson, pictured above, Religious Life of
Thomas Jefferson, pg. 88 (third president
of the U.S. and author of the Declaration
of Independence)

Thomas Jefferson

Athanasian Creed “Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is
necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith. Which Faith except
everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall
perish everlastingly. And the Catholic Faith is this, that we worship
one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity. Neither confounding the
Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of the
Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the
Godhead of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost is all One,
the Glory Equal, the Majesty Co-Eternal. Such as the Father is, such
is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father Uncreate, the
Son Uncreate, and the Holy Ghost Uncreate…The Father Eternal,
the Son Eternal, and the Holy Ghost Etneral and yet they are not
Three Eternals but One Eternal. As also there are not Three
Uncreated, nor Three Incomprehensibles, but One Uncreated, and
One Uncomprehensible…This is the Catholic Faith, which except a
man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.”
* No Bible Quotations in the Creed.

Oxford Companion to the Bible—“Because the Trinity is such an
important part of later Christian doctrine, it is striking that the
term does not appear in the New Testament. Likewise, the
developed concept of three coequal partners in the Godhead
found in later creedal formulations cannot be clearly detected
within the confines of the canon”
Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church “This doctrine is held to
be a mystery in the strict sense, in that it can neither be known by
unaided human reason apart from revelation.”
Encyclopedia Americana “The central and characteristic Christian
doctrine of God is that He exists in Three Persons…that God is One
in substance, and thus combines in a mystery the truths set forth in
the Holy Scriptures. It is held that although the doctrine is beyond
grasp of human reason, it is like many of the formulations of
physical science, not contrary to reason, and may be apprehended,
though it may not be comprehended by the human mind.”

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia states: “The term
'Trinity' is not a Biblical term, and we are not using Biblical
language when we define what is expressed by it as the doctrine
that there is one only and true God, but in the unity of the
Godhead there are three co-eternal Persons, the same in substance
but distinct in substance.”
Mckienzie's Dictionary of the Bible states: “The Trinity of God is
defined by the Church as the belief that in God are Three Persons
who subsist in One nature. The belief as so defined was reached
only in the 4th and 5th centuries A.D. and hence is not explicitly
and formally a Biblical belief.”
• Jesus is called the “Son of God,” “son of man,” “son of David,”
“son of Abraham,” “son of the Highest,” and even the “son of
Mary,” BUT NEVER CALLED “GOD THE SON,” as suggested in the
Trinity. (Mat. 1:1; 14:33; Mark 8:31; 6:3; Luke 1:32; 18:38; John
11:27).

Funk and Wagnalls Encyclopedia Vol.18
(page 6532): “First Council of Nicaea
(325), the first ecumenical council,
convened by the Roman emperor,
Constantine I, to settle the Arian
dispute concerning the nature of Jesus
Christ. Of the 1800 bishops in the
Roman Empire, 318 attended the
council. The Nicene Creed which
defined the Son as consubstantial with
the Father, was adopted as the official
position of the Church regarding the
divinity of Christ. The council also fixed
the celebration of Easter on the Sunday
after the Jewish Passover, and granted
papal authority in the east to the
bishop of Alexandria.”

Icon depicting Roman
Emperor Constantine
and the Church Fathers
of the First Council of
Nicaea (AD 325) holding
the Nicene Creed.

“Know then, my friend, that the Trinity was born above three
hundred years after the ancient Gospel was declared; it was
conceived in ignorance, brought forth and maintained by cruelty”
“I should inform you, reader, concerning the origin of the
Trinitarian doctrine: Thou mayest assure thyself, it is not from the
Scriptures nor reason”—William Penn
• It is a fact of history that two of the most respected minds of the
17th Century, Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) and John Locke
(1632-1704) rejected the doctrine of the Trinity.

Sir Isaac Newton, left.
John Locke, Right

Gal. 1:3 “Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from
our Lord Jesus Christ”
Eph. 6:23 “Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Phi. 2:11 “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
1The. 1:1 “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of
the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the
Lord Jesus Christ.”
2Tim. 1:2 “To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.”
• The Apostle Paul never addressed the Deity as “God the Son.”
Rather, the inspired apostle made a distinct separation between
the two: God, the Father, AND Jesus Christ.

Pagan Myths—Deity as Men
Acts 14:9-15 “And when the people saw what Paul had done, they
lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods
are come down to us in the likeness of men. And they called
Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief
speaker. Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city,
brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done
sacrifice with the people. Which when the apostles, Barnabas and
Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the
people, crying out…”
Acts 28:1-6 “And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast
hang on his hand…And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt
no harm. Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or
fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great
while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds,
and said that he was a god.” (see: Acts 8:10)

Pagan Myths—Deity as a Son
Num. 33:2-4 “And Moses wrote their goings out according to their
journeys by the commandment of the LORD: and these are their
journeys according to their goings out. And they departed from
Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month;
on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out
with an high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians. For the
Egyptians buried all their firstborn, which the LORD had smitten
among them: upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments.”
Exo. 12:12 “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and
will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and
beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I
am the LORD.”
• Such books as “Two Babylons” reveal the development of the
Trinity through pagan religions: Father, Son, Spirit

Catholics—Protestants
2John 1:7 “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who
confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver
and an antichrist.”
• VERY IMPORTANT: The doctrine of the Trinity is accepted
without any challenge from Protestants, even though it was the
Catholic Church who created the doctrine and its Creed. This is
significant. The Catholic Church’s pillar of the Trinity is based on
the fact that Jesus was the result of an “immaculate conception”
because his mother, Mary, was sinless!
• “(Mary) was free from any personal or hereditary sin”—Pope
Pius XII
• According to Roman Catholic theology the conception of Mary—
mother of Jesus—was without any stain (Latin “macula”) of
original sin in her mother’s womb.

—Mary did not possess the same character as Jesus —
Luke 2:43-51 “The child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and
Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to
have been in the company, went a day’s journey…And it came to
pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them
questions…and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.
And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not
that I must be about my Father’s business? And they understood
not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his
mother kept all these sayings in her heart.”
• To add to this Roman Catholic teaching of the Immaculate
Conception, the dogma that Mary maintained perpetual
virginity forms another false foundation of the Trinity.

Mary, the Mother of Jesus
Luke 8:19-21 “Then came to him (Jesus) his mother and his
brethren, and could not come at him for the press. And it was told
him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand
without, desiring to see thee. And he answered and said unto
them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word
of God, and do it.”
Mark 6:2-4 “And when the sabbath day was come, he began to
teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished,
saying…Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters
here with us?”
• Even Some Protestants accept this false doctrine—
“We should simply hold that (Mary) remained a virgin after the
birth of Christ because Scripture does not indicate that she lost her
virginity”—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works.

Protestants: Trinity
“She is rightly called not only the
mother of the man, but also the
Mother of God…It is certain that
Mary is the Mother of the real and
true God”—Luther’s Works.

John Wesley

Martin Luther

“I believe that He was made man, joining
the human nature with the divine in one
person; being conceived by the singular
operation of the Holy Ghost, and born of
the blessed Virgin Mary, who, as well after
as before she brought him forth, continued
a pure and unspotted virgin”—John Wesley,
left, Letter to Roman Catholic, July 18, 1749

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
1 Corinthians 11:3 “But I would have you know that the head of
every man is Christ; and the head of woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God.”
• The context sets a basic order, the head of woman is man, the
head of man is Christ, and the head of Christ is God. 1
Corinthians 3:23 says: “Ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.”
Clearly, then, by these references it is easy to see that God is
higher than Jesus. In other words, God holds authority over
Jesus Christ. How then could the two be called “co-equal?”
John 14:28 “Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and
come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I
said, I go unto the Father; for my Father is greater than I.”
• Here again, we find clear language where Jesus himself says that
the Father is greater than he is. Are they “co-equal” as the
Trinity suggests?

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
John 20:17 “Jesus saith unto her (Mary), Touch me not; for I am
not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren, and say
unto them I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my
God and your God.”
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Peter
1:3; 2 Corinthians 11:31; Ephesians 1:3,17.
• In the above references, we see that the Heavenly Father is the
“God” of Jesus Christ, as well as our “God”.
Luke 2:40, 52 “And the child (Jesus) grew, and waxed strong in the
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon
him...And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man”
• If Jesus is actually God, then why is it that Jesus had to increase
in wisdom and favor with God?

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” Mark 13:32.
“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew
unto his servants thing which must shortly come to pass”
Revelation 1:1.
• If Jesus is God, why then did Jesus not have the same
knowledge as God? Compare this with the following: “Known
unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world,”
Acts 15:18 (Isaiah 46:9-10).
• Jesus said: “I speak to the world those things which I have heard
of (God)...as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things, For
I do always those things that please him...now ye seek to kill
me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of
God,” John 8:26,40.

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered,” Hebrews 5:8.
• If Jesus is God, as is claimed, why did Jesus have to learn to be
obedient by suffering? Is it not clear from Scripture that Jesus
developed in “wisdom” and “learning”? (Luke 2:40, 52; Heb. 5:8)
“And he went a little farther, and fell on his face (Jesus), and
prayed saying, O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from
me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt,” Matthew 26:39.
• If Jesus is God, then to whom did Jesus pray: himself? Also,
Jesus prayed for salvation—
Heb 5:7 “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him
that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he
feared”

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not
only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father,
making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Son can do nothing of
himself, but what he seeth the Father do; for what things soever he
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise...I can of mine own self do
nothing,” John 5:18-19, 30.
• If Jesus and God are “co-equal,” then why did Jesus refute this
very statement, saying that he was completely reliant upon the
Father to strengthen and guide him?
“Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles
and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you,”
Acts 2:22 (Acts 10:38).
• Even the miracles which Jesus performed were by the Father's
power, not his own.

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“(Jesus) who being in the form of God, counted not the being on an
equality with God a thing to be grasped (ASV)...And being found in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore, God also hath
highly exalted him, and given him a name above every name...that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father,” Philippians 2:6-9 (see John 17:5).
Hebrews 1:9 “Thou (Jesus) hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the
oil of gladness above thy fellows.”
• If Jesus and God are “co-equal,” as the Trinity claims, then why
are we told that God exalted Jesus and gave him power and
authority? Certainly it is absurd to suggest one part of the
Trinity exalted the other part of the Trinity for obedience to one
portion of this supposed Triune Deity.

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
Matthew 28:18 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
John 3:35 states: “The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all
things into his hand.”
John 5:20 says: “The Father loveth the Son and sheweth him all
things.”
“Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father and He shall
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?” Mat. 26:53
“The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment
unto the Son. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I
seek not mine own will but the will of the Father which hath sent
me...as the Father hath life in himself; so he hath given to the Son
to have life in himself; and hath given him authority to execute
judgment also, because he is the Son of man,” John 5:20-22, 26-27.

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed
forth this, which ye now see and hear.”—Acts 2:32-33
“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged
on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of
sins.”—Acts 5:30-31
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his
angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his
works,” Matthew 16:27.
• All of the above references indicate that all authority held by
the Son was “given” him by the Father. That God possesses
something and “gives” it to Jesus clearly shows that the two are
not “co-equal” and “co-eternal” as the Trinity claims.

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
1 Corinthians 15:25-28 “For (Jesus) must reign till he hath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is
death...And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall
the Son also himself be subject unto him (God) that put all things
under him, that God may be all in all.”
• After Jesus has reigned upon earth for one thousand years and
subdued all his enemies, we are told that He will return the
kingdom and authority back unto God: “the Son also himself be
subject unto Him.” Does the Trinity disappear after the
millennial (thousand-year) reign of Christ?
“(Jesus) whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of
death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it,”
Acts 2:24.
• If Jesus is God, then why did God have to raise him from the
dead?

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus,
who was faithful to him (God) that appointed him, as also Moses
was faithful in all his house,” Hebrews 3:1-2.
“(Jesus) humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross,” Philippians 2:8.
“The Father hath not left me alone; for I (Jesus) do always those
things that please him,” John 8:29.
• If Jesus is God, then why are we told that Jesus was faithful,
pleased and rendered obedience to God? That Jesus was
faithful and obedient and doing the things that please God
shows that Christ was not God, but a faithful son of God (Isaiah
53:11). It is because of Jesus' faithful obedience that God
exalted him. Furthermore, Jesus was commanded by God to
offer himself for a sacrifice (John 10:17-18).

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by
the grace of God should taste death for every man,” Hebrews 2:9.
• If Jesus is God then why are we told that Jesus was made lower
than the angels?
• “God is not a man” according to Num 23:19. Yet, Jesus is always
called “a man” - prophetically (Psalm 80:17; Isaiah 53:3), in his
lifetime (John 1:30; 4:29; 9:11, 16; 10:33; 15:24), and after his
ascension (1 Timothy 2:5; Acts 17:31). Jesus is also called “the
son of man” - (Matthew 16:13, 27; John 3:14).
God “only hath immortality,” 1 Timothy 6:16. Jesus was not
immortal, for he died, and was seen of men everywhere before
and after his death (Acts 1:3-4; 1 Corinthians 15:8). John 5:26
states: “For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to
the Son to have life in himself” (Psalm 21:4).

The Trinity—Honest Scriptural Questions
• John 4:6. Jesus said: “Why callest thou me good? There is none
good but one, that is God,” Mark 10:18. Jesus prayed “not my
will, but thine (God) be done,” Matthew 26:39. “I seek not mine
own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me,” John
5:30 (John 6:38).
_____________________________________
WHO was Jesus Christ?
John 14:8-9 “Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the father, and it
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with
you, and ye hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, shew us the
Father?”
• The Scriptures reveal that Jesus was not God, but a wonderful
manifestation of the Father.

WHO was Jesus Christ?
John 1:14,18 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth...No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.”
“The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself; but the
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works,” John 14:10.
• In John 1:14 the margin of the Revised Version correctly
indicates the word “tabernacle” for the words, “dwelt among
us”. Rotherham has, “pitched his tent among us”. The
tabernacle of the Mosaic order was to be erected, we are told,
“that (God) may dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8-9). And when
it was accomplished, God's “glory filled the tabernacle” (Exodus
40:34). Hence, when referring to the Son, we read, “and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.”

WHO was Jesus Christ?
“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is,
God with us,” Matthew 1:23.
Heb 1:1-3 “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high”
• Jesus, like the prophets and described as “that (great) prophet”
(Acts 3:23; John 1:21) was the “image” of God. Thus, he was not
God Himself, but an image of the character of the Heavenly
Father. An “image” means an impression of the original.

WHO was Jesus Christ?
“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also
may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that
he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And
this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee on the
earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do…I have
manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of
the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they
have kept thy word” John 17:1-4.
• This language indicates a man manifested his Father—
“I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak
these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not
left me alone; for I do always those things that please him”—John
8:28-29

WHO was Jesus Christ?
“Pray I…for them also which shall believe on me through their
word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me”—John 17:20-21
“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me”—John 6:38
“Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen
the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I
am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the
very works' sake.”—John 14:8-11

Questions on the Trinity Answered
Colossians 1:14-19 “(Jesus) in whom we have redemption through
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. Who is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature; For by him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers, all things were created by him, and for him; And he is
before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head
of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it
pleased the Father that in him should all the fulness dwell.”
• What “creation” is Christ the “firstborn” of: the literal acts spoke
of in Genesis, or something else? Let’s consider the context:
“Redemption thru his blood.” Also “the head of the body, the
ecclesia.” And, “the firstborn from the dead.” None of these
statements points to a literal “creation.”

The Firstborn—
1 Chronicles 5:1 “Reuben the firstborn of Israel...forasmuch as he
defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of
Joseph, and the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the
birthright.”
• Here we see the status of “firstborn” being taken from Reuben,
because of lewd conduct, and given to the much younger son,
Joseph—who was chosen to be put in the position.
1 Chronicles 26:10 “Also...Simri the chief, for though he was not
the firstborn, yet his father made him the chief.”
• Here we see another example of the position of “firstborn” or
“chief” being given to one who was worthy of the honor.
• In the Bible, the principle of the “firstborn” does not necessarily
represent the literal person “born first,” but a status or position
of exaltation by one’s father.

The Firstborn—Prophecy of Christ
Psa 89:25-27 “I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand
in the rivers. He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God,
and the rock of my salvation. Also I will make him my firstborn,
higher than the kings of the earth”
• Everyone acknowledge this is a Messianic reference to the Jesus.
The context says that the “Father” would “make him my
firstborn.” Again, this is a status of exaltation: not a literal
standing. This is also the position of the future glorified saints—
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren,” Romans 8:29.
Heb 12:22-23 “Ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable
company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven”

Firstborn of All Creation
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.”
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.”
• The Two Adams—Natural and Spiritual: The Two Creations
1Co 15:45-49 “And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a
living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit
that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy,
such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are
they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly”

KJV Translation Controversy
1 John 5:7-8 “For there are three
that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are one.
And there are three that bear
witness in earth, the Spirit, and
the water, and the blood; and
these three agree in one.”
• The above translation is freely
acknowledged to be incorrect,
and a deliberate insertion to
press the doctrine of the
Trinity. The underlined portion
of these verses is understood
to be clearly wrong.

New International Version

New Testament From 26
Translations Note:

Pre-Existence of Christ
John 15:5 “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self
with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.”
• Trinitarians claim that Jesus is God because he existed before he
was born of the virgin Mary. This verse does not refer to the
existence of Jesus before his birth but the “glory” of the Son.
1 Peter 1:18-20 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things...but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot. Who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was MANIFEST
IN THESE LAST TIMES for you.”
• “Foreordained” is much different than existing. The former
means a plan laid out by an Grand Architect—God—was
brought about in due time. The latter tells us when: “in these
last times.” For example, Jesus is called “the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8). Of course, not literally!

Jesus—Pre-Existence
Ephesians 1:4-5,11 “God chose us in him (Christ) before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy, without blame
before him in love. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children...in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will.”
• Obviously, saints did not pre-exist, but were “predestinated”
before the foundation of the World according to “His own will.”
Romans 8:28-30, “And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are called according to
his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he
also justified; and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”

Others Predetermined Before Birth
“Before I formed thee in the belly, and before thou camest forth
out of the womb I (the LORD) sanctified thee, and ordained thee a
prophet unto the nations” Jeremiah 1:5.
• Paul understood that he was determined to be a vessel for God’s
use, from his very birth to be a light to the Gentiles—
Gal 1:15 “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother's womb, and called me by his grace” (Isa 49:6,22)
• The same can be said for Josiah, King of Judah—
1Ki 13:2 “And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD,
and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be
born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall
he offer the priests of the high places…”
John Baptist was prophesied (1 Kings 13:2; Luke 1:3 cf. Isaiah 40:3)

