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Luke 17:26-37, the days of Noah and the days of Lot 
    Bro. Roberts writes: 
 
 
 

ÇάThe difficulty lies here: the subject of the remarks is 
apparently the second coming of the Son of Man, and yet 
they refer to events connected with the impending 
overthrow of the Jewish nation and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, as where he counsels flight from the midst of 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ [ƻǘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ 
the gathering of vultures to a dead body (the gathering of 
the Romans to prey on the carcase of the Jewish party). 
How came two such apparently widely separated subjects 
to be interwoven one with another? We may find our 
answer if we go back and take our stand with Christ at the 
time he uttered the words.έτNazareth Revisited 
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ά¢ƘŜ carcase relates to the body of Jewry, and the eagles to the 
Roman army which devoured it. See Deut 28:26. The application in 
Mat 24 is to AD 70, and the destruction of the Jewish state. In Luke 
17:37, however, the Lord used the same analogy on another 
occasion, and the context there implies that the saying has A DOUBLE 
APPLICATION. It applied to AD 70, and it will apply to the future when 
Russia will sweep down upon Israel once again; on that occasion, 
however, to be driven away by the Lord Jesus.έτLogos, April 1968 

Luke 17:26-ΤΫȟ ΥΩ ȰAs it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise 
also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;  But the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them ÁÌÌȣAnd he said unto them, Wheresoever the 
body is, thither will the eagles be gathered togetherȱ   
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Deu 28:25-26 òThe LORD shall cause thee to be smitten 
before thine  enemieséand shalt be removed into all the 

kingdoms of the earth.  And thy carcase shall be meat unto 
all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, and no 
man shall fray them away ó (Jer 7:30-33) 
 

ÅHowever, as Yahweh confirmed His covenant with Abraham; 
that he would produce a seed (Isaac) and inherit the Land, the 
ÐÁÔÒÉÁÒÃÈ ÁÓËÅÄ Ȱ×ÈÅÒÅÂÙ ÓÈÁÌÌ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ) ÓÈÁÌÌ ÉÎÈÅÒÉÔ ÉÔȩȱ 
In response, Yahweh told Abraham to take a heifer, goat, ram 
dove and pigeon and divide them (except the birds)ɂ 

 

Gen 15:11 òAnd when the fowls came down upon the 
carcases, ABRAM  DROVE  THEM  AWAYó 
 

ÅThis was a promise the Abrahamic covenant would prevail. 

Mat 24:28 òFor wheresoever the carcase is, 
there will the eagles be gathered togetheró 

The Roman Eagle 



THE DAYS OF NOAH  LUKE 17:20-37 
 

άόJesus) knew that beyond the time of the calamity, there 
would elapse a period of down-treading which would continue 
to the time of his coming, and which would end with sign-
events analogous (similar) ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Řŀȅ ƻŦ 
ƎǊŀŎŜΧLǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
his disciples on this occasion, as they sat together on the 
Mount of Olives overlooking THE CITY AND TEMPLE, covers the 
entire interval from the moment of its utterance to the time 
when Jesus should be manifested in glory to his people at his 
return from heaven ΧIt was intended as a guide both for those 
who should be contemporary with the terrible events that 
would lay the land of Israel in desolation, and for those, who, 
in all the intervening intervals, should wait for his return from 
heaven.  It is so framed as to serve this DOUBLE PURPOSEέτ
Nazareth Re-Visited, pg. 271 (R. Roberts) 
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Gen 8:22 While a 
literal event, the 
context reveals it 
also relates to 
Israel. The Noahic 
flood represents a 
prophetic allegory. 

Isa 54:5-9 òFor thy Maker is thine  husband; the LORD of 
hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israelé 
For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great 
mercies will I gather thee.  In a little wrath I hid my face from 
thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith  the LORD thy Redeemer. For this is as 
the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the 
waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I 
sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee ó 5 



Jer 33:20-26 òThus saith the LORD; If ye can break my 
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and 
that there should not be day and night in their season; 
Then may also my covenant be broken with David my 
servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his 
throneéIf my covenant be not with day and night, and if  
I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth;  
Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my 
servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers 
over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will 
cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them ó 
 

ÅάLƴ LǎŀƛŀƘ рпΥфΣ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
proclaiming the mercy He will show towards Israel in the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧόDŜƴ уΥннύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ bƻŀƘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀ 
ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩǎ ΨŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩ ǳǇƻƴ 
which His covenants of promise are based. See Jer. 31:35; 
33:24-нсέτExpositor, pg. 145 
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